
 
 

  Annual Report of the Whitewater Arts Alliance 
2018 (report to the membership through October, 2018) 

 
The following reflects the activities and statistics of the Whitewater Arts Alliance for the 
calendar year 2018.  These items also address the stipulations of the most recent lease for the 
White Building. 
 

1.  A minimum of 8 events to engage the community in the arts.  
During 2018, there was an exhibit in the gallery for every month that we were open.  

(We are closed during January for building maintenance, weather, and docents’ fleeing 
south!)  These exhibits drew artists from a broad area of southeast Wisconsin, as well as 
a few from other states. 
 
February – Quilt Exhibit by Mary Althaus and Michele Smith 
March – Portrait Exhibit by Jason Miklik 
April – Photography Invitational 
May – Annual WUSD Arts Exhibit with Lincoln music students performing 
June – Wisconsin Regional Arts Program Exhibit/workshop 
July – 9th Annual Fran Achen Photo Contest 
August – Making Magic with Mixed Media 
September – Artrageous Birds! 
October – “Transitions” by the Whitewater Circle of Artists 
November/December – Annual WAA Members’ Exhibit 
 
Performances/demonstrations/other events included: 
 
Five Savory Sounds concerts 
One major workshop by and for watercolor artists (now an “in demand” event!) 
3 technique demonstrations during the Mixed Media exhibit 
A photography workshop by Jeff McDonald and Everett Long 
Poetry reading by two of the Languages and Literatures faculty at UW-W 
Dedication of the mobile “Peace and Harmony” to Jim Coburn 

 
 

2. Work with other area groups to further develop a climate of creativity and 
opportunity.   
Our strongest partner continues to be the UW-Whitewater College of Arts and 
Communication.   Their expertise and financial assistance is invaluable to us.    

 
The WAA also partners with Studio 84, Downtown Whitewater, and the Chamber of 
Commerce.  We are the sponsors for the music for the Main Street Arts Festival. 
 



The arts teachers in the WUSD continue to cooperate with us for the annual school 
district show.  This is an enormous commitment of their time as they prepare and install 
the show.  Christine Hayes also continues to assist with music students whenever she 
can (this year the drummers and the mariachi band).  
 
The CAC is occasionally used by other civic groups for meetings. 
 
The WAA annually hosts the WRAP exhibit and sponsors one award at the state level. 
 
We are most appreciative of the support of the business community as well.   As always, 
the Whitewater Banner, WFAW and Michael Clish were instrumental in promoting our 
events.  And we can’t thank enough Marjorie Stoneman, a member and good friend of 
the WAA, for her work as the promotions expert for our newsletter, press releases, and 
other liaison work. 
 

3. Increase the number of visitors to the CAC annually. 
The WAA hosted approximately 2009 individuals at the CAC for exhibits, Savory 
Sounds, workshops, and other programs.   This represents about an 8% increase from 
2017.  We agreed with the city in our new lease that there would come a point where 5% 
growth may no longer be possible, but we will continue to try!  (Note:  We are so very 
pleased at the number of out of state guests who will be coming to Whitewater in 2019 
for workshops we are sponsoring.  These include Texas, Colorado, and Iowa, among 
others.) 
 
Our volunteers continue to be the core of our success.  They donated a record745 
hours as docents.  We know the total number of hours donated is higher due to our 
programming efforts.   These hours do not include other volunteers – cleaning, setting 
up Savory Sounds, installing exhibits, etc.  It would not be unrealistic to estimate that 
the volunteer hours would double if we counted all the other ways individuals have 
stepped forward. 
 
Yet volunteers are still one of the biggest concerns of the WAA.  We will continue our 
efforts to reach out to our membership for assistance in maintaining our programs and 
facility.  
 

4. Sponsor the annual public art project in downtown Whitewater. 
The public art project took a year off in 2017 due to our 10th anniversary celebration.  It 
did return in 2018 with the theme of “Windows on Whitewater.”  We received many 
comments about how happy the community was to see the downtown area adorned 
again.  We also partnered with the Tourism Council and Strive On to put the 
information about each entry on an app for phones.  We had a bit of a late request on 
this and hope that in 2019 we will be able to get the word out much better. 
 

5. Sponsor and stage the annual Fran Achen Photography Contest. 
The Fran Achen Photography Contest was held again and was most successful.  We 
continue to entice photographers from other communities to exhibit their work as well. 
 
 



 
 

 
6.  Continue to develop and foster partnerships with local artists and regional 

arts groups. 
Please see #2.  In addition, the newsletter and website of the WAA promote other 
galleries in the community.  We are also the sponsor of one statewide award for the 
WRAP Exhibit.   Members of the Board also participate in the Jefferson County Arts 
Council. 
 
 

7. Increase the revenues of the WAA each year so that the organization may 
become self-sustaining. 
The WAA continues to appreciate the support of the City of Whitewater.  Local 
businesses who recognize the importance of the arts in a community also continue to 
support us.  Our workshops and commissions on arts sales have made a significant 
addition to our revenue.   And the addition of wireless internet provided to the White 
Building has also helped us immensely! 
 
The WAA attained a record high membership of 165 this year.  We are pleased that so 
many artists and arts supporters from surrounding communities have recognized our 
value and have joined our organization. 
 
The Board, under the leadership of Co-President Megan Matthews, also worked on a 
business plan for the WAA.  We are comfortable in our financial position at this point, 
and hope that our membership roll and community participation remains strong. 
 
  
 
 

 


